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Upcoming Events

St Thomas
Playgroup
Date: Wednesday 6
November - Wednesday 4
December

Time: 9:00am

Venue: St Thomas School -
Goodwood

Year 4 Zoo Snooze -
Group 1
Date: Friday 22 November -
Saturday 23 November

Time: 4:50pm

Venue: Adelaide Zoo - Entry
(Gate 3 Plane Tree Drive)

Christmas Concert
Date: Wednesday 27
November

Venue: St Thomas School -
Goodwood

Year 4 Zoo Snooze -
Group 2
Date: Friday 29 November -
Saturday 30 November

Time: 4:50pm

Venue: Adelaide Zoo - Entry
(Gate 3 Plane Tree Drive)

Student Free Day
Date: Monday 28 April -
Sunday 28 April

Venue: St Thomas School -
Goodwood

Term 4 Calendar
2024
Date: Friday 1 November -
Friday 13 December

Time: 8:30am

Venue: St Thomas School -
Goodwood

Term 4 - Week 3
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From the Principal

With the beginning of this new term we have already enjoyed a number of wonderful community events. It was fabulous for us all to

come together during the first week for an Easter Mass celebration and then last week we enjoyed a whole school assembly led by Year

1 classes with a special focus on Mother’s day. It was lovely to see so many Mums join us on Friday for morning tea and I hope that you

all were treated to a special day on Mother's Day. Our children certainly enjoyed shopping at the Mother's Day stall and we extend our

gratitude to the P&F who coordinated and supported this valuable experience for our community. Last week also saw our Year 5

students attend an excursion to Mercedes college following an invitation to join their whole school community for a Mass celebrating their

Mercy tradition. Following Mass, our students joined together with their Year 5 classes for a small craft activity before returning back to

school. What a wonderful experience for our Year 5's to visit one of our neighbouring Catholic Schools and share some strength of spirit

in Mercy tradition with them.

Last week we also celebrated with the joyous news of the election of Pope Leo XIV.

We remember his Holiness Pope Leo XIV in our prayers as he begins this new ministry of communion, with a special intention to bring

peace and unity to our world as leader of the Universal Church. Catholic Education Week begins this week with a theme of ‘Shine With

Open Hearts’ where all Catholic schools this week will be highlighting in a variety of ways how we ‘shine brilliantly’. At St Thomas we are

inviting all our family members to join us for morning prayer in classrooms this Friday. So please come along if you can, begin your day

with coffee in the Workshop, followed by prayer in your child’s classroom at 9am.

Following on from our very successful Gala in March, we gathered our Gala Committee and Stall Holders late last term for a ‘Thank You’

event. We were delighted to share with them the wonderful news that our Gala brought in just over $31,000! Of course, we have

expenses to take into account, but with these funds we will be able to purchase new replacement Ipads for our Junior Primary

classrooms. These will be very well received by both students and teachers.
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Last week we welcomed two new staff members to our team: Ms Loretta Gagliardi, our new Marketing and Communications Coordinator,

replacing Mrs Liz Wright who finished at the end of last term. We also welcomed Mrs Marie Smith, our new Canteen Coordinator. Marie

has been working tirelessly to get our new canteen up and running, with many of our students already sampling the delicious pasta lunch

last week. We will be very excited to launch the new canteen this week, with a start-up menu while we are in the midst of our community

consultation process. It has had a sparkling new renovation and is looking very fresh!

We wish our Year 5 Classes a very successful Camp at Mylor over the next two days. I am sure they will have a fantastic time,

experience some new activities and hopefully learn more about themselves and each other in doing so.

For the last part of this term I will be on Leave, with Paul Mensforth filling the Acting Principal role, and Mrs Melissa Canil as Acting

Deputy Principal. I congratulate them both and wish them well for this time. During my time away I feel very fortunate to be travelling to

Europe to visit family, then participating in an educational tour and spiritual pilgrimage coordinated by Catholic Education South Australia.

I look forward to attending a Leadership Conference in London on Catholic Identity and Mission, visiting some London schools and

visiting some Religious Congregations in Ireland. A visit to Catherine House and the Mercy Congregation in Dublin is sure to be a

highlight! I look forward to sharing more with you upon my return.

Wishing you all a great term ahead!

Belinda Burford

Principal

From the Deputy Principal

THE IMPORTANCE OF RECONCILIATION AND REPAIRING ‘FRACTURES IN OUR FRIENDSHIPS’

Last week, a group of our amazing St Thomas students celebrated the sacrament of First Reconciliation. This is one of the seven

sacraments of the Catholic Church. Sacraments are moments on the spiritual journey in the Catholic faith. They require rich preparation,
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designed to help us grow to become the best version of ourselves. The seven sacraments include:

The Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist

The Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick

The Sacraments of Service: Marriage and Holy Orders

These children have learnt the importance of being in right relationship with God and with others. They learnt about how humans are

imperfect and make mistakes; and they learnt about their conscience and the ways it guides and supports us to make right choices and

actions. But perhaps most importantly, they learnt that God loves them unconditionally and we are called to love others in this powerful

way. They learnt that this love can be expressed in times of reconciliation and forgiveness.

Our Catholic belief is that God is the source of all things and all love. So moments where we experience love are moments we

experience God. God’s gentle Spirit is constantly guiding us, through our conscience, to be in right relationship with others.

As we approach National Reconciliation Week, our focus becomes the reconciliation needed in our wider Australian community. But

fundamentally, this national movement is grounded in the same call to live in right relationship, to say sorry and make things right.

Healing can take time, but it is always grounded in understanding; and words and actions of love. And, in the midst of current attacks on

the significant reconciliation actions in our communities, including welcome and/or acknowledgement to traditional lands, there is even

more importance in maintaining our focus!

But what does reconciliation look like in our everyday lives?

Part of my role involves facilitating regular restorative conversations for groups of students who have experienced some degree of

disharmony in their friendships and connections. This disharmony always grows out of unresolved past issues or fractures in their

friendship which have been allowed to grow over time.

Supporting students through the process of restoring relationships is key to Catholic Education and can, not surprisingly, be extremely

positive and rewarding for all involved. Our Catholic belief is that God created all things out of love; to exist in an interconnected web.

The power of this love can be experienced within our human relationships and connections. It is for this reason, we yearn to exist in right

relationship with others and experience true happiness when all is well.

The truth is, the more we can ensure small fractures in our relationships are repaired quickly, the less we will need to worry and stress

over them becoming big fractures, which can sometimes seem irreparable!

These fractures can be caused by small moments of disagreement or miscommunication and they can grow to become enormous voids

which can be impossible to mend in the future. So much of the disharmony in our lives comes from these ‘fractures’ in our relationships

which are left to grow- without being addressed as soon as possible. The key to this repair is students taking responsibility for their words

and actions – it certainly requires a great deal of self-reflection.

Our Fractured Friendships Check is one way to support our learners in considering their role in getting along with others. We want our

learners to be thriving people- and part of being a thriving person is our ability to take responsibility for the health of our own

relationships. You may like to continue these conversations at home with our Fractured Friendships Check.

Fractured Friendships Check…

Fractured Friendships Poster.pdf

Part of this learning is also the skill of saying sorry.

Sorry has three important parts:

1. We need to feel sorry (by considering the other’s perspective)

2. We need to say sorry (and be specific)

3. We need to make a change (so we learn from mistakes)

If we leave out one of these important parts of saying sorry, it doesn’t have any meaning.

The need to apologise is an integral part of becoming fully human and the best version of ourselves. To grow strong relationships, we

need to be really good at it and we need to do it authentically. Therefore, this is one of the most important things for our young people to

learn. This learning is core to the success of restorative conversations.

 

Go gently,

Paul Mensforth
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Deputy Principal

From the REC
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Dear Students and Families,

On behalf of Caritas Australia, I would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all the students who participated in our Project Compassion

initiative—whether by returning their donation boxes, submitting Water Challenge slips, or making contributions through the QR code.

Your generosity and compassion have made a meaningful difference in the lives of those who need it most, and we are truly grateful for

your support.

If you still have charity money at home, you are welcome to return it at any time during Term Two. Every contribution—no matter how big

or small—helps us continue our vital work in supporting vulnerable communities around the world.

Thank you once again for your kindness and commitment to creating positive change.

As many of you know, I will be taking long service leave in Term Two to visit my, and my wife’s remaining family in Hungary.

I deeply appreciate all the support and contributions you’ve offered throughout the term—through liturgies, Masses, fundraising events,

the Sacrament Program, and especially the Holy Week liturgies.

I look forward to reconnecting with you all in Term Three.

Warm regards,

Sebestyen Maglai

REC

Happy Holidays

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our staff, students and families.

View this article online to read more
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Children's University

Childrens University  - Class of 2024!

Our Children's University graduates attended Bonython Hall at Adelaide University on 31st October to celebrate their achievements. 

Congratulations to St Thomas' 2024 Graduates & their level of achievement:
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Gold Post Graduate Certificate - 600 hours Ian Barreto,

Bronze Post Graduate Certificate - 530 hours Grace Brown

Gold Post Graduate Award - 500 hours Lauren Bath

Bronze Post Graduate Award - 430 hours Sofia Kim

Gold Degree - 400 hours Ella McKay

Gold Diploma - 300 hours Dougie Michalik, Scout Hallion, Shenali Fernando

Silver Diploma - 265 hours Maisey Watson, Grace Torella, Phoebe Baczynski

Bronze Diploma - 230 hours Lola Wotherspoon, Gareth Thien

Gold Certificate - 200 hours Grace Barclay

Silver Certificate - 165 hours Josephine English

Bronze Certificate - 130 hours Aarnav Patel

Gold Award - 100 hours Phoebe Craig

Silver Award - 65 hours Cooper Reilly, Camille Ramsey

Bronze Award - 30 hours Hudson Stewart, Tilda Rossetto-Benn, Evelyn Hakendorf, Matheus Chaves

Children's University is a charity that works in partnership with schools to develop a love of learning in children. Children are encouraged

to celebrate participation in extra-curricular activities in and outside of school. The impact of these activities is proven to be positive which

is why Children's University is committed to creating a level playing field of opportunity. Our children would not be able to participate if not

for the encouragement and support of their families - thank you to all involved.

For more information about Children's University, please click on the link - Children's University. 

Finance

Finance

Reminder that the payment date for Term 2 fees is Friday 30  May.

To request a copy of your fee statement, please email accounts@stg.catholic.edu.au

Jodi Jansons

Business Manager

accounts@stg.catholic.edu.au

 

th
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View this article online to read more

Sports News

Our Yr 4, 5 & 6 cricketers had an interrupted but fun cricket season. Thanks to
Matt Gale, Kyle Kucharski and Claudia Pace for coaching and organising the
team each week. Our cricketers displayed great sportsmanship and cricket
skills for every game they managed to play!
View this article online to read more
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Camp Australia

Please access the link below for the latest news from Camp Australia 

 

View this article online to read more

Tournament of Minds

Hi from the TOM team in Sydney, we are currently in the opening ceremony day for the international finals!

View this article online to read more
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